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Lisa McDonald 
Editor-in-chief
     On the morning of July 
19, 2016, the Coe com-
munity received an email 
from Coe College Presi-
dent David McInally:
     “It is with a very heavy 
heart that I share with you 
that Professor Dan Lehn 
passed away this morning 
following a bicycle/vehicle 
accident.”
     It was with this weight 
on our hearts we returned 
last week, missing a be-
loved member of our Coe 
family.
     Dr. Dan Lehn joined 
the Coe family in 1993. He 
told students and friends 

teaching psychology was 
a much more exciting job 
than chemical engineering.
     Though we are unable 
to change the past, we can 
remember it. This special 
edition of the Cosmos was 
created with your help.
     Just a few of the many 
touching and wonderful 
memories contributed 
to the memorial website, 
danlehn.weebly.com, are 
featured on the next page.
     The memorial website 
will remain open for those 
who want to read more 
or add to the collection of 
memories. If you would 
like to leave a memory via 
audio recording, contact 

me at lamcdonald@coe.
edu.
     We at the Cosmos know 
people grieve in many 
different ways, and at their 
own pace. Remember, it 
can be a very healthy thing 
to ask for help.
     If you feel like you could 
use someone to talk to, or 
know somebody who does, 
please contact Assistant 
Director and Counselor 
Emily Barnard at ebar-
nard@coe.edu. She can put 
you in touch with St. Luke’s 
Counseling Center.
     As President McInally 
said, Lehn was our “bright-
est light.” You’ll be missed, 
Dr. Lehn.

Dr. Dan Lehn attends 
graduation during his 

early years at Coe.

Photo courtesy of
Jake Vitense.

Dr. Dan Lehn attends 
graduation with the cur-
rent psychology faculty, 
from left, Nükhet Yar-

brough, Dan Lehn, Sara 
Farrell, Michael Baker 

and Thomas Moye.

Photo courtesy of
Jake Vitense.
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Facebook responds

“[Dan] was the most 
kind, gentle, dedi-

cated, and joy-filled 
colleague.”

-Coe President David 
McInally

Photo courtesy of
Jake Vitense.

Dr. Dan Lehn and 
the psychology 

faculty pose for a 
group photo.

Photo courtesy of
Jake Vitense.

Dr. Dan Lehn 
with his grand-

son, Henry.

Photo courtesy of
Jake Vitense.
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     A Celebration of Life 
service is scheduled for 
Friday, Sept. 30 at 3 p.m. 
in Sinclair Auditorium.
     A reception will follow 
in Clark Alumni House.
     A bulletin board on the 
Stuart first floor hallway is 
open for everyone want-
ing to share a memory. 
There are notecards, pens 
and a drop box on the 
bookcase in the psycholo-
gy suite.
     You can share mem-
ories digitally on the 

Obituary
The following is an 
excerpt from the 
Cedar Memorial 
webpage. A full copy 
can be read on that 
site.
     Daniel Allan Lehn, 
58, of North Liberty 
passed away Tuesday, 
July 19, 2016 from 
injuries sustained in 
a bicycle-automobile 
accident.
     Dan was born in 
Cincinnati, OH, where 
he began a lifelong love 
affair with the Cincin-
nati Reds.
     Dan graduated from 
Notre Dame Catholic 
High School in Fairfield 
and obtained an un-
dergraduate degree in 
Chemical Engineering 

from the University of 
Connecticut.
     Dan worked for a 
short time as a chemical 
engineer before he de-
cided to take a pay cut 
and move into teaching.
     Dan worked briefly 
as a high school math 
teacher, finding joy in 
teaching and helping 
people, but he found his 
true academic passion 
when he decided to 
pursue a Ph.D. in Ex-
perimental Social Psy-
chology at Dartmouth 
College.
     Dan proudly wore 
the Dartmouth gown 
and floppy beefeater 
headgear at every Coe 
College graduation cer-
emony after he was of-

fered a position there as 
a Professor of Psychol-
ogy. Dan also recently 
served as the Associate 
Dean of Faculty at Coe.
     Dan was known to 
take an interest in those 
around him, especially 
his students. Dan was 
widely regarded as an 
excellent teacher who 
invested his time and 
talent in young people. 
Dan loved others in a 
way that was truly re-
markable to those who 
knew him.
     Dan loved to stay 
active and especially 
enjoyed cycling. Dan 
died doing an activity 
he loved. 
     Dan is survived by 
his loving wife, Lauri; 

children, Jake (Tonya) 
Vitense and Kelsey 
Vitense; and was the su-
per proud grandfather 
of Henry Vitense. Dan 
is also survived by his 
mother, Barbara Lehn, 
and his five brothers, 
Stephan (Pam) Lehn, 
David (Jane) Lehn, 
Gregory (Lori) Lehn, 
Randolph (Beth) Lehn, 
and Matthew Lehn.

     The bicycle-automo-
bile accident occurred 
around 6:30 a.m. July 
19 on Highway 965 in 
Johnson County.
     As of Wednesday, 
Iowa State Patrol secre-
tary Molly Kauzlarich 
said the crash remains 
under investigation.

Coe resources
memorial webpage:
danlehn.weebly.com
     There are campus re-
sources available for any-
one looking for additional 
assistance.
     Contact Assistant Di-
rector and Counselor Em-
ily Barnard at ebarnard@
coe.edu or 319-399-8547, 
or stop by the Student De-
velopment Office in upper 
Gage. They can put you 
in contact with St. Luke’s 
Counseling Center.

Dr. Dan Lehn teaches a 
high school math class.

Photo courtesy of
Jake Vitense.


